
 
Industrial Waste and Pollution Prevention 

Standard Industrial Discharge Permit Types 

Standard Industrial Discharge Permit Types 
Any industrial user who has non-domestic sources of wastewater and a direct connection to the 
Metropolitan Disposal System is eligible for a Standard Industrial Discharge Permit. 

One of five types of Standard Industrial Discharge Permits are issued with conditions and requirements 
based on industrial operations and processes, as well as annual industrial discharge volumes: 

1. Significant Industrial User (SIU) 
2. Categorical Industrial User (CIU) 
3. Non-Significant Categorical Industrial User (NSCIU) 
4. Non-Significant Industrial User (Non-SIU) 
5. Low-Impact Industrial User 

Standard permit types and requirements: 

Standard Permit 
Type 

Permit 
Duration 

Annual Permit 
Fees 

Sampling 
Requirements Reporting Requirements 

SIU 3 years Yes Yes Quarterly or Semi-Annually 

CIU 3 years Yes Yes Quarterly or Semi-Annually 

NSCIU 3 years Yes No Annually 

Non-SIU 3 years Yes Yes Annually or Semi-annually 

Low Impact - IU 5 years Yes Yes, once per 
permit cycle Annually 

Significant Industrial User (SIU) 
SIUs are industrial users that meet one or more of the following criteria: 

• Wastewater is subject to a national categorical pretreatment standard. 

• The average industrial wastewater discharge to public sewers, excluding noncontact cooling 
water and boiler blowdown wastewater, is greater than 25,000 gallons per day. 

• The average wastewater discharge makes up 5% or more of the average dry weather flow or 
loading, for any parameter, of the receiving water resource recovery facility. 

• The wastewater discharge has reasonable potential to adversely affect public sewers, unless 
exempted by the Met Council from this designation in accordance with conditions established 
under Minnesota Pretreatment Rule 7049.0120, subpart 24, items B. and D. 

SIU’s are routinely inspected and monitored by IWPP staff at least annually. 

Categorical Industrial User (CIU) 
CIUs are industrial users subject to federal (also called categorical) pretreatment standards developed 
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for industrial wastewater discharges to publicly owned 
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treatment works. The EPA issues standards for categories of existing and new sources under Title III of 
the Clean Water Act. The standards are technology based and are not based on risk or impacts upon 
receiving waters. 

The categorical pretreatment standards for each industrial user is compared to Metropolitan Council’s 
local pretreatment standards, and the more stringent limits are applied. 

The more common categories are: 

• 40 CFR 433 – Metal Finishing 

• 40 CFR 439 – Pharmaceuticals  

• 40 CFR 464 – Metal Molding and Casting 

See a full list below of the Met Council permitted categories. 

Find all EPA categories along with the specific pretreatment standards here: eCFR :: 40 CFR Chapter I 
Subchapter N -- Effluent Guidelines and Standards (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-
I/subchapter-N) 

CIU’s are routinely inspected and monitored by IWPP staff at least annually. 

Non-Significant Categorical Industrial User (NSCIU) 
NSCIUs are industrial users that are subject to categorical pretreatment standards but discharge 100 
gallons per day or less of total categorical wastewater. Domestic, non-contact cooling, and boiler 
blowdown wastewater are excluded unless specifically included in the categorical pretreatment 
standard. 

Additional criteria: 

1. Consistently complies with all applicable categorical pretreatment standards and requirements. 
2. Never discharges untreated categorical wastewater to the public sewers. 
3. Certifies annually that NSCIU criteria has been consistently met. 

NSCIUs are routinely inspected and monitored by IWPP staff at least once per permit cycle.  

Non-Significant Industrial User (Non-SIU) 
Non-SIUs discharge non-domestic wastewater that does not meet the definition of a Significant 
Industrial User. Some examples of non-SIU’s include but are not limited to food producers, printing 
facilities, laundry facilities, and heat-treating facilities. These industrial users may be regulated if their 
discharge has a reasonable potential to upset the treatment plant or prevent conveyance of wastewater 
to the treatment plant. 

Eligibility Criteria: 

• Discharge volume (excluding domestic wastewater) > 960 GPD 

• Strength charge > $1,000 per year (strength charge is based on waste volume, chemical 
oxygen demand (COD) and/or total suspended solids (TSS) levels exceeding base 
concentrations of normal residential wastewater) 

• Metals concentration > 25% of local pretreatment standards 

• Discharge pH is a pollutant of concern 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-N
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-N
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• Significant pretreatment of process wastewater prior to discharging 

Non-SIUs are routinely inspected and monitored by IWPP staff at least once per permit cycle. 

Low-impact Standard Industrial Discharge Permit 
This permit type was developed to lower the regulatory burden for industrial users that have a lower 
impact on our wastewater conveyance system and treatment plants. 

Eligibility Criteria: 

• Not a Significant Industrial User 

• Not a Categorical Industrial User 

• Average total facility discharge volume < 25,000 GPD 

• Average strength charge < $1,000 per year 

• Metal concentrations < 25% of local pretreatment standards 

• pH is not a pollutant of concern 

• No significant pretreatment prior to discharging 

• Strong compliance history 

The industrial user's eligibility is reviewed annually. 

Low-impact IUs are routinely inspected and monitored by IWPP staff at least once per permit cycle. 
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