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ACCEPTED AND PROHIBITED WASTE  

For Sewer Cleaning Waste Haulers 
Accepted Sewer Cleaning Waste 
Listed below are the acceptable municipal sanitary sewer cleaning wastes that may be discharged 
and/or disposed of at the Metropolitan Council Vactor disposal sites. Unless otherwise stated, all 
sanitary sewer waste loads are restricted to those generated within the seven-county metropolitan area.  

a. Liquid (Wet) Load - A liquid or ‘Wet’ load is defined as waste generated from municipal sanitary 
sewer and lift station cleaning operations, which is primarily organic in nature and contains a 
substantial amount of liquid with some solid materials present. 

b. Solid (Dry) Load - A solid or ‘Dry’ load is defined as municipal sanitary sewer cleaning waste 
generated from sanitary sewer cleaning operations, which is primarily solid wastes (i.e. heavy 
grit mixed with domestic wastes) with only minor amounts of free liquid present. 

Prohibited Waste Materials 
Prohibited Waste Materials at Met Council Vactor disposal sites include, but are not limited to the 
following: 

• Hazardous waste as defined by Minnesota Statutes (See Wastewater Discharge Rule 406.19). 

• Petroleum products and/or their derivatives. 

• Hydro excavation material, also known as 'Pot Holing' and/or vacuum excavation material. 

• Well drilling muds or fluids. 

• Gravel and/or rock loads that do not originate from sanitary sewer cleaning. 

• Timber, tree branches, and other wood products. 

• Waste generated outside of the seven-county metro area (Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, 
Ramsey, Scott, and Washington Counties). 

• Sewer cleaning wastes from storm sewers, storm sewer lift stations, or storm sewer catch 
basins. 

• Sewer cleaning waste from private sanitary sewer connections (non-municipal owned sanitary 
sewer lines) without a written Met Council Special Discharge Approval.  

c. Material recovered from cleaning a non-residential private sanitary sewer line (i.e., from an 
industry or commercial business) to the city sewer line connection requires special Met Council 
approval. An Industrial Discharge Approval Request Form must be submitted along with 
analytical results of the material in the private sanitary sewer line. Analytical results must meet 
the limits set forth in Met Council’s Waste Discharge Rules and the industry’s Met Council 
Industrial Discharge Permit, if applicable. An Industrial Waste and Pollution Prevention Section 
permit staff must be contacted prior to sampling to determine the method of representative 
sample collection and the parameters to be analyzed. 
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