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Item Description
Authorization to request the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) approve removal of the 63 Avenue
Station Pedestrian Bridge from the scope of the METRO Blue Line Extension project.

Resolution
BE IT RESOLVED that the PDB hereby authorizes Project Staff to request the FTA approve a project
scope reduction to remove the 63 Avenue Station Pedestrian Bridge.

Background
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has agreed to consider proposals by the Blue Line Extension
project office for project scope and cost reductions.

The project currently has scope to include a pedestrian bridge connecting the existing 63 Park and
Ride over the BNSF tracks, continuing east over the southbound travel lanes of County Road 81,

and terminating at the new 63™ Ave station. This is a complicated design needing to achieve vertical
clearance required by BNSF, which is 23’ above top of freight rail. To achieve this vertical clearance,
the pedestrian bridge is designed to be at a higher level than the existing park and ride structure. This
requires modification to the existing park and ride site to allow for accessibility in form of elevator/stair
tower on both the west side of BNSF tracks and on the station platform. The design for this structure
was developed during the 1.0 alignment when the station platform was much closer to the BNSF
freight tracks and was seen as a need to discourage pedestrians from crossing the BNSF freight tracks
at grade on the northern end of the previous station. With the station moving to the center of County
Road 81, the primary access to the newly designed station will be at grade from 63 Avenue, which is a
convenient way for users coming from the park and ride to access the station. This scope reduction
would result in a savings of $19.1 million to the project budget.
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