
Crow River Water Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF) and Sanitary Sewer 
Facility Plan Public Comments Summary   

The Metropolitan Council (Council) published legal notices for the Crow River Water Resource 
Recovery Facility (WRRF) and Sanitary Sewer Facility Plan public hearing in the Star Tribune and the 
Crow River News newspapers.  Paper copies of the Draft Facility Plan were available for the public 
to review from December 30, 2024 at the Rogers City Hall and the Rogers Public Library. The Draft 
Facility Plan also was available at the Metropolitan Council building in downtown Saint Paul, and on 
the Metropolitan Council website.  A public hearing to share information about the project and 
receive verbal public comments was held on January 8, 2025 at the Rogers Activity Center from 
6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Public comments were received from December 30, 2024 to January 18, 2025.  
This summary includes a compilation of verbal and written comments received during the public 
comment period and Council responses.   

Public Hearing Verbal Comments  

 The following verbal public comments (bold) were received at the Public Hearing on January 8, 
2025 and Council responses (italic font) are provided below.  

Comment: Hi! I'm Joey Rodriguez, JOEY RODRIGUEZ. I live in 21909 Elk Parkway. I am here to voice 
my concern to the community because of a wastewater treatment that's going to be next to a Three 
Rivers Regional Park. I'm not against having a new facility. But why would you put a facility next to a 
park, and why would it go to the Crow River as opposed to the Mississippi River? And I know some 
of those questions or answers, for that question is cost? What is the cost to have the environment 
look as it is for future generations like my daughters? How is the Crow River gonna look after how 
many gallons of water are flowed into that's treated? But how many gallons of water can be having 
the Crow River look after that? Is it gonna change the way it's gonna flow or water flows on its 
easiest. There's a lot of turns on the Crow River. And how is that going to impact the banks? Not just 
in our area, but the banks of the river going down further from what I see on the map? How the river 
flows is almost as big as Rogers, and that's something that I take to heart as I served in Afghanistan. 
We were stationed next to a sewage or water treatment plant. And I still have health because health 
problem because of that. And I would hate for anything like that to happen. My kids. Now everything 
I know is not perfect. But that's just some of the concerns I have and I know we do need to have our 
water treated, and this is a great plan. But I would say adjustments to take care of our environment. 
And I think that even if it's a little more cost to go through the Mississippi, I would not hesitate to pay 
even more than $10 more to do that. Because it's such a little community here. And a couple of 
questions I have here is it's a regional water treatment are we treating water from landfills? How 
much PFAS percentages coming out? I know we don't treat PFAS here currently. But are we gonna 
be treating that? It's just one step more like we're gonna build a plant. We're gonna do that. What 
else are they gonna do further down? Is it gonna be more plants on the Crow River? This is step one. 
And hopefully we can get it right and have the future of our kids see a nice river or not. See who 
knows what kind of what birds or whatever live on the Crow River now, and hopefully, we don't 
impact them as much. And that's my two cents. 

 



A: These questions are answered below.   

Q: What plans do you have in place to allow for the Crow River to flood?  

A: The Council plans to build all parts of the facility out of the 500-year flood plain.   

Q: One of the concerns I have is truck traffic.  How much truck traffic will this plant have? 

A: MCES estimates that 100 trucks a year at 2.8 MGD flow will be needed to load out the solids from 
the plant.  Initially, this number will be 45 trucks at 1.3 MGD flow.   

Q: Another question I have is about the park land.  Will the effluent pipe on the north side of 
the parcel be buried?  And will that land be able to be used as a resource over the top?  The 
effluent pipe will be under the river?  How does that work? 

A: The effluent pipe will be buried, and it will discharge under the water level of the river.  No effluent 
pipe will be visible to the public.  The land above and around the effluent pipe will need to be kept 
clear for future pipe maintenance. Other activities and site restoration on the northern parcel will 
not be prohibited by the effluent pipe.   

Q: The solids that you store on site, will there be odor issues? 

A: The solids will be stored in closed tanks.  The tanks will be aerated and fitted with odor control 
devices to ensure odors do not escape the storage tanks.   

Q: Why would the discharge go to the Crow River and not the Mississippi River? 

A: Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) evaluated both discharge alternatives, one 
to the Mississippi River and one to the Crow River.  The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
also reviewed both discharge points.  The MPCA informed MCES via a preliminary effluent limitation 
(PEL) study that there would be no significant difference in the effluent requirements between the 
two discharge points.  The cost of building a discharge pipe to the Mississippi River would have 
increased the project cost by $50 million (see Appendix F of the Facility Plan for details) due to 
length and multiple pump stations.  Therefore, the Crow River discharge was the selected 
alternative.   

Q: Are there going to be health impacts with the plant being installed?  Are there going to be 
environmental impacts on birds and other wildlife with the new plant installation? Are you 
monitored by Federal or State Government? 

A: The new facility will be designed to meet all requirements and regulations for facilities that 
discharge to Waters of the United States (WOTUS) under the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES).  For Minnesota, the NPDES is administered by the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA).    NPDES permits contain pollutant limits for treated water discharges that 
are established by the MPCA to be protective of public health and the environment.  

Q: How are the banks of the river going to change after the new plant is installed? 

A: MCES plans to construct stabilization improvements for the riverbank on the northern parcel of 
council property.  This will prevent riverbank erosion and protect the outfall.     



Any erosion due to flow from the new facility will be limited to changes in the low flow channel (base 
of the river).  Flood plain and riverbanks will be largely unaffected by the increase in flow from the 
WRRF.   

Q: Are there going to be more plants installed in the Crow River further downstream? 

A: MCES has no plans for additional MCES facilities on the Crow River.   

Q: How will the new plant change the flow of the Crow River?   

A: This facility plan proposes to construct a new facility to with capacity treat an average day 
wastewater flow of 2.8 MGD.  The initial flow to the plant will be approximately 1.3 MGD.  
Respectively, these flows represent 18% and 9% of the lowest 7 day average river flow (7Q10) of 20 
cfs for the period 1906-2020. 

Q: What was the last plant built and have there been any environmental issues with that 
plant? 

A: The last MCES facility to be built was the East Bethel Water Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF) 
located in East Bethel, MN.  The East Bethel facility was constructed in 2012 has not experienced 
environmental issues.  It has earned a National Association of Clean Water Agencies Platinum Peak 
Performance Award for five consecutive years of perfect permit compliance. 
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