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PlanIt Education and Training

• Technical assistance
• Regional policy can be complex 
• Responsive to the needs of local 

governments 
• Minimum requirements
• Comprehensive plan process
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PlanIt History
2016 PlanIt Impact

Workshops
• 19 Events, 786 Attendees

Webinars
• 16 Events, 837 Attendees, 1,324 

Views

Tutorials
• 23 Published, 2,332 Views

Podcast
• 13 Episodes, 1,445 Downloads

Expert Articles
• 19 Published, 1,148 views
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Training and Education Formats

Webinars
Live, online, with 
online attendees

Demo/Tutorial
Short, pre-recorded 

videos Workshops
In-person sessions 

with attendees

Expert Articles
Articles about 

planning topics

Site/Walk Tours
In-person, onsite tours 

with Council staff

NEW!

Office Hours
Virtual times with for local 
planners with Council staff

NEW!

Conference
Day-long education 

and training
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2026-27 Program

• Focus on Minimum Requirements
• Some content on going beyond requirements
• Conference

2026

• Focused on going beyond requirements
• Some minimum requirement content2027
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PlanIt: Website

Cross-divisional partners
• Land Use/LPA
• Housing/LCA
• Regional Parks and Trails
• MTS
• Water Resources and Wastewater 
• Climate & Natural Systems
Project Support
• Communications
• Information Services

https://handbook.metrocouncil.org/ 

https://handbook.metrocouncil.org/
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Beyond PlanIt

Technical Assistance
• Local Planning Handbook
• Small Communities Planning Program
• Planning Assistance Grants
• Climate Action Toolkit
• Local Housing Data Tool
• GHG Strategy Planning Tool
• Natural Systems Planning Tools
• Sector Representatives
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Upcoming Events

Metro Cities + Met Council Series
• March 10: Foundations of Regional Planning
• April 9: Comp Planning in a Regional Context
• May 7: Tech Assistance for Comp Planning
• June 11: Understanding Land Use Review at the Council 

https://handbook.metrocouncil.org/planit 

https://handbook.metrocouncil.org/planit
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Upcoming Events for Planners

June
• Pedestrian and Bicycling Planning Tools (Webinar) - 6/4
• Pedestrian and Bicycling Counting Program and 

Resources (Site Tour/Visit) - 6/4
• Regional Housing Nexus Study (Webinar) - 6/17

• Pedestrian Planning in Comp Planning (Webinar) - 7/10
• Implementing Local Fair Housing Policy (Webinar) - 7/14 
• How to Demand Projection (Expert Article) – 7/15
• Bikeway and Pedestrian Facility Data Resources 

(Tutorial/Demo)

July



Thank you 

Amber Turnquest
Planning Analyst, Local Planning Assistance
Amber.Turnquest@metc.state.mn.us 
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Planner, Local Planning Assistance
Gabriela.Olvera@metc.state.mn.us 
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