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What is urban design?

The art of making places

A multidisciplinary 
field concerned with 
the built environment 
of the public realm



M
e

tro
p

o
lita

n
 C

o
u

n
c

il

2

Envisioning 
Growth 
Goals
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Support growing communities

Help local communities plan for 
minimum density requirements 

Foster shared understanding of 
residential density between Met Council, 
local governments, and community 
members throughout the region
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Advance Imagine 2050 goals

Encourage compact development and 
the creation of “missing middle” housing 
in the region
Advance efficient and orderly 
development within the Metropolitan 
Urban Service Area (MUSA)

Related policies:
Land Use Policy 2: Efficient land use and density
Housing Policy 5: Connected housing and neighborhoods
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The Toolkit
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The toolkit focuses on where most 
growth will happen

61% of regional growth of households 
is forecast to occur in Suburban and 
Suburban Edge communities

Community 
Designation

Forecast Added 
Households, 2020 
to 2050

Percent of 
Regional Growth in 
Households, 2020 
to 2050

Urban 76,509 23.6%

Urban Edge 30,956 9.5%

Suburban 72,971 22.4%

Suburban Edge 125,605 38.6%



7

M
e

tro
p

o
lita

n
 C

o
u

n
c

il

Who will use the toolkit?

Toolkit Users
• Local government planning staff
• Met Council staff

Audiences
• Local decision-makers
• Community members
• Developers
• Local government planning staff
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Project Goals

What questions are we trying to answer?

“We need tools to visualize density”

“How can we envision the growth of our communities?”

1. What kind of neighborhoods do communities want?
2. What housing types can be utilized?
3. How can communities meet minimum density requirements?
4. What are the community-wide impacts of different neighborhood patterns?
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Envisioning 

Growth Photo 
Library

Housing 
Types & 
Density

Calculating 
Net Density

Distribution of 
Development
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Envisioning 
Growth Photo 
Library
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Envisioning Growth Photo Library 
provides access to visual resources

Interactive and flexible – users can find 
photos to use in presentations, reports, and 
other materials; or just explore the library
Collaborative –users will be able to 
nominate new locations and submit their own 
photos
Iterative – the library will be maintained and 
built upon for years to come

Filters:
• Net density (minimum and maximum)
• Number of housing units per structure
• Community designation
• County
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Library page Single Location page
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Housing Types & 
Density Guide
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Housing Types & Density

• Expands thinking around built form through 
diagrams and photos coupled with density 
figures

• Encourages communities to have discussions 
around multiple housing types

• Companion to the Photo Library – less 
flexible, more easily available out-of-the-box
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Calculating Net 
Density Guide
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Calculating Net Density

• Informational tool – provides an easy-to-
understand explanation of how the Council 
calculates net density. 

• First page works as a standalone document
• The remaining pages demonstrate a fictional 

example of calculating net density in a small 
subdivision.
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Distribution of 
Development 
Guide
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Distribution of Development
Four fictional development scenarios 
How could a community distribute the same 
number of houses in on the same piece of 
land? Imagining greenfield development in a 
suburban edge community.
1. Low-density, all single-family detached
2. Low-density, mixed housing types
3. Medium-density
4. High-density

Impacts of Development Patterns
• Land preservation – agriculture, natural 

systems conservation, future development
• Infrastructure efficiency – utilities and roads
• Housing choice and affordability
• Transportation options – transit and 

walkability
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Next Steps
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Project Timeline

Project Initiation Project Planning Creation of 
Materials

Publishing 
Materials

Dissemination 
and Updates

We are here

September 2025 October to 
December 2025

January to 
July 2026

Early Summer 
2026

Summer 2026 
and beyond

Focus groups with 
Council staff

Focus groups with 
local government 
staff

PlanIt Local Planning 
Handbook
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Discussion questions & feedback

1. Who else might find these tools useful that we may 
not have identified?

2. Do you have any other ideas for toolkit items that 
could help communities envision growth?



Thank you 

Holly Leaf
Urban Design Planner, Qualitative Research Team, 
Community Development

Holly.Leaf@metc.state.mn.us

Artist: Philipo Dyauli
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